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Ward: Three  

1. Why are you running for this office? 

I am running for reelection because our most important work as a board has just begun.  With our 
recent report on teacher and principal turnover, our work around credit recovery, and our call for the 
Auditor to grapple with the underlying causes of the high school graduation crisis, the SBOE is finding 
more and more effective ways to influence the city’s education discussions on behalf of our 
constituents, our students and our schools throughout the city.  I look forward to expanding and 
deepening this work, together with my colleagues from all eight wards.  In my own ward, our work 
around overcrowding is getting traction.  I look forward to continuing this work and bringing it to 
fruition. 

2. How will you engage your constituents, parents, teachers, students and the community? 
 
In the past 4 years, I have worked to inform and engage my constituents (and activists and advocates in 
other wards) through a regular newsletter and by presentations to school LSATs (Local School Advisory 
Teams) and PTOs (Parent Teacher Organizations) on key issues as they arise.  I also regularly attend and 
make regular reports to the Ward 3/Wilson Feeder School Education Network.  
 

3. What qualifications do you bring to the office of State Board of Education, including your professional 
or personal experience with public education in our city? 
 
I have served 4 years on the State Board of Education, where I served on the Board's Task Force on 
Competency Based Education and chaired the Board's ESSA committee. I have spent most of my adult 
life in the world of education policy, as director of educational issues for the American Federation of 
Teachers, editor of American Educator magazine, and consultant to a number of national organizations 
on issues related to standards, curriculum, and assessments.  My children attended DCPS schools--
Janney, Deal, and Wilson--from 2001-2013.  I served as the chair of Deal's LSAT in 2009-10, a key year in 
its history of educational improvement. I chaired Janney's Spanish committee, aimed at bringing Spanish 
instruction to Janney students. 
 

4. Under Mayoral Control of education, in effect since 2007, the State Board of Education has very 
limited authority over policy. Do you believe their authority should be expanded? Yes ____ No____ If 
Yes, in what areas? 

In every other city that has mayoral control, the mayor's authority over the school district is checked in 
some part by the state education agency.  That "check" limits the extent to which education data and 
research can be spun, uncollected or buried for political purposes.  We desperately need that 
independent check. 2. As it stands now, even in the policy areas in which SBOE has authority to 
approve/disapprove proposals, the SBOE can only act if and when OSSE brings it policy proposals.  So, 
for example, the SBOE turned back OSSE's new regulations on credit recovery because they were totally 
inadequate to the challenge presented by the recent graduation scandal.  But, we are statutorily unable 
to make our own proposals; meanwhile, our schools are subject to many of the same pressures that 
have led in the past to the misuse of credit recovery.  



5. Should charter schools be subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and the open meetings 
laws for boards of directors? Yes____ No____ Please explain your answer. 

The reason is simple: They are public schools funded by taxpayers.  They should be subject to the same 
rules of transparency as DCPS schools--being subject to FOIA is a minimum requirement. Educational 
accountability, whether for neighborhood public schools or charter schools, is healthy—and it depends 
on a threshold level of transparency. 

6. In 2016 the State Board of Education made important recommendations for how schools in the 
District of Columbia should be judged as succeeding or not, consistent with the Federal ESSA (Every 
Child Succeeds Act). They included putting in place a star rating for each school - 1 to 5 stars. Do you 
believe the metrics proposed for that rating system capture school quality? Yes__ No___ Please 
explain your answer. 

The current formula for judging school quality is based heavily on the portion of students who meet the 
"proficiency" threshold on PARCC math and reading tests.  Researchers virtually all agree that this is an 
extremely poor way to judge school quality, as the overwhelming portion of a student's score isn't 
determined by his/her education in that school in that year.  Rather, it's determined by everything 
he/she learned prior to entering that grade, including education in prior grades and knowledge and skills 
soaked up from home and community over a lifetime.   Plus the focus on reading and math test scores 
pressures schools to emphasize these subjects and narrow the curriculum, to the detriment of a rich 
curriculum in science, social studies, and the arts.  I would prefer to see metrics that address issues of 
school climate--possibly teacher turnover and/or climate surveys--and a broad, rich curriculum. 

7. Last year, DCPS was embroiled in a series of scandals around graduation rates, leading to calls for an 
independent research entity to provide better analysis of how our schools are doing. Do you agree 
that such an entity, outside of the control of the Mayor, is needed? Yes ____ or No_____ If yes, what 
do you think would be the most sensible model? 

I support Councilmember Cheh’s proposal for an independent research collaborative. Wherever it is 
housed, it is critical that it be governed by a strong steering committee composed of a broad group of 
stakeholders that includes, but is not dominated by mayoral appointees.  It should be incubated at the 
DC Auditor’s office, with final placement to be determined in several years. 

8. The State Board of Education voted on and approved the use in DC of the PARCC test to satisfy federal 
testing requirements under ESSA. Only 3 states and DC are now committed to using PARCC. Some 
states have advocated de-emphasizing standardized testing as the measure of success in education. 
How do you view the role of standardized testing in DC schools? 

I believe that end of year testing with a high-quality standardized assessment is an important way to 
provide parents, schools, and policymakers an accurate sense of students’ achievement levels and 
needs.  But the enormous weight put on these tests in school, principal, and teacher ratings has hurt 
education in DC, by pressuring schools to narrow their curricula and to spend too much time on various 
forms of test prep.  It is time to revisit whether we stick with PARCC or move to something else.  The 
SBOE has requested a discussion with OSSE about its plans.  OSSE has so far refused to hold such a 
discussion.   



9. Almost half of DC students now attend public charter, not neighborhood schools in the District of 
Columbia. We have over 200 publicly funded schools and 66 separate school systems (65 charter 
school systems and DCPS). Up to 20 new charter schools can open each year. Should the Council 
and/or Mayor have the authority to limit the expansion of charter schools? Yes____ No____ Please 
explain your answer. 

As it is now, DC is unable to adequately govern and plan in the education arena.  The most obvious 
example is the case of the Master Facilities Plan, in which the city has to plan for educational expansion, 
but doesn’t have full knowledge of what exists and, more importantly, isn’t able to influence the 
expansion/siting plans of an entire sector.  One result is that the city is paying for much unused school 
capacity, but isn’t positioned to effectively address the challenge. 

       Moreover, the decision about the size of our charter sector (and the rules by which it is governed) 
has been left to the sector itself, with virtually no say by elected officials.  This is too consequential a 
decision—it will affect the health of all of our schools well into the future--to be made by unelected 
entities.   

I’m reluctant to give a definite yes or no.  It strikes me that this may be an area for some form of joint 
authority, perhaps with one authority having the authority to propose and another to approve/object. 

10. Should the Council and/or Mayor have authority over charter school siting (where they are located)? 
Yes____ No____ Please explain your answer. 

I’m reluctant to give a definite yes or no.  It strikes me that this may be an area for joint authority, 
perhaps with one authority having the authority to propose and another to object. 

11. The following issues are of great concern in our city. Which of these issues do you think is most 
important and why?  

 Funding equity  
 School diversity/ integration  
 Giving disadvantaged student subgroups priority access to schools if they serve less than the 

district average  
 Expanding the number and support for educators of color 

These are all important and of course aren’t mutually exclusive.  To quote Lyndon B. Johnson, the 
greatest education president of our time, “We need to be able to walk and chew gum at the same time.”   

     Probably the easiest in terms of policy—though not necessarily in terms of politics—is funding equity.  
A huge step forward would be to require that at-risk funds be used to supplement not supplant. (That 
the at-risk dollars are used to supplant begs the question as to where the other dollars are going:  Are 
there too few dollars to support the core program? Is the central office excessively staffed and taking 
too much funding from the schools, as researcher Mary Levy has suggested?)   

On diversity/integration and the related issue of providing disadvantaged groups with priority access to 
schools: Not only is this important because diversity is important, but because we know that the 
achievement of poor children rises when they are educated in schools that are substantially middle 
class; we also know that a huge obstacle to effective education is concentrated poverty. Because so 
many neighborhoods in DC are gentrifying/diversifying (two sides of the coin), DC is in a tremendous 



position to be a model in this area. But it requires a level of thoughtfulness and vision that we haven’t 
seen.   

On expanding the number and support for educators of color: This is key and is critically related to the 
excessive teacher turnover rates in DC’s highest-poverty schools.  Improving recruitment will not solve 
the problem if we don’t attend to the problems with retention. 

12. The DC State Board of Education had a representative on the Mayor's Cross-Sector Collaboration Task 
Force. Earlier this year, the task force put forward draft recommendations related to improving 
outcomes for at-risk students and creating a framework for coordinating planning decisions between 
DCPS and charter schools. Which recommendation do you think is the most important and why? 

      Most of these recommendations call for greater exploration and research.  In some cases, that is 
indeed what is needed.  For example, a huge priority should be increasing socioeconomic diversity and 
reducing concentrated poverty in our public schools. DC is uniquely positioned to address these issues, 
but creating such a plan will require deliberation, outreach, planning and buy-in. But in some cases, it 
seems that the proposal to “explore” is a substitute for reaching consensus on a solution. In general, I 
am most sympathetic to the recommendations that call for actually improving schools with large 
numbers of at-risk students. For example, lets improve and expand our community schools, as a way of 
better connecting students and families with mental health (and other) services.  I am also very 
sympathetic to the proposals that call for identifying successful programs—a task that I hope the new 
independent research collaborative will be able to address--and expanding them in a variety of ways, 
including across sectors. 

13. How should the SBOE hold the Office of the State Superintendent of Education accountable? 

Our only existing tool for holding OSSSE accountable is the bully pulpit.  We have to raise issues, 
research them, invite stakeholders to discuss them, publish reports, get ideas and bring concerns to the 
Council, and more.  Together with my colleagues, I have strived to do this. 


